The experiences, needs, and Internet use of women recently diagnosed with HIV.
Women constitute an increasing proportion of persons diagnosed with HIV in the United States. From September 2007 through June 2008, in-depth interviews were conducted with 20 women diagnosed with HIV in the previous 12 months to explore their experiences immediately following their diagnoses. Most women had at least a high school education (90%) and were African American (45%) or Hispanic (15%). Analysis of transcripts showed that: (a) many women were surprised by the diagnosis because they did not fit the profile of people at high risk for HIV, (b) obtaining social support immediately after an HIV diagnosis was a primary need, and (c) HIV had an impact on a woman's role in her family. We concluded that strategies are urgently needed to identify women at risk for HIV in a timely manner, and addressing the unique experiences and needs of women recently diagnosed with HIV is critical to their well-being.